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SUPER PAC ME:
THE EFFECTS OF UNLIMITED SECRET MONEY IN THE 2012 ELECTIONS AND
THE RENEWED NEED FOR CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
By Jason D. Angelo*

“Thank you, God bless you all, and God Bless Citizens United!”" The irony in Stephen
Colbert’s voice was apparent, but his point was not lost amongst the satire: following the
Supreme Court’s green-light in the controversial case Citizens United v. FEC’, the
unprecedented amount of money being expended in anticipation of the 2012 federal elections is
cause for concern, and nothing less than the integrity of American democracy itself is at stake.
Colbert’s late-night demonstration of the ease with which candidates can create and subsequently
‘distance’ themselves from so-called super ‘PACs’ — political action committees that exist solely
for promoting a specific candidate® — made a mockery of a system built to safeguard the electoral
process but now being manipulated by those who can ‘pay to play’ at the expense of those who
cannot afford to have their voices heard.

Why should the amount of money in politics matter to the average American? There are
billions of reasons.’ ‘Big money’ dominates the American political landscape and continually
chips away at the integrity of our representative democracy; “wealthy contributors . . . expect —

and too often receive — a return on their investment in the form of earmarks and legislative

* J.D. Candidate, 2013, Seton Hall University School of Law; B.A. in Political Science, B.A. in History, cum laude,
University of Delaware, 2010. The author would like to thank Professor Marc C. Alexander for his guidance and
expertise, Dr. James J. Magee of the University of Delaware for his inspiration and wisdom, and his family and
friends for their unending support.

! Late Night: Stephen Colbert Drops ‘Super PAC’ to Run For President, L.A. TIMES, Entertainment Blog, Jan. 13,
2012, http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/showtracker/2012/01/stephen-colbert-super-pac.html.

?129 S. Ct. 2893 (2010).

3 The Campaign Jungle, N.Y. TIMES, Nov. 12, 2011, http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/13/opinion/sunday/the-
campaign-jungle.html.

‘Id.

* Last year over $6 billion was spent on campaigns. Ellen L. Weintraub & Jason K. Levine, Campaign Finance and
the 2008 Elections: How Small Change(s) Can Really Add Up, 24 ST. JOHN’S ]. LEGAL COMMENT.461 (2009).
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