
Seton Hall University Seton Hall University 

eRepository @ Seton Hall eRepository @ Seton Hall 

Diplomacy Syllabi School of Diplomacy and International 
Relations 

Fall 2022 

DIPL 6700 International Relations of African States DIPL 6700 International Relations of African States 

Assefaw Bariagaber Ph.D. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.shu.edu/diplomacy-syllabi 

https://scholarship.shu.edu/
https://scholarship.shu.edu/diplomacy-syllabi
https://scholarship.shu.edu/diplomacy
https://scholarship.shu.edu/diplomacy
https://scholarship.shu.edu/diplomacy-syllabi?utm_source=scholarship.shu.edu%2Fdiplomacy-syllabi%2F726&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


Course Syllabus - Fall 2022 

International Relations of African States (DIPL 6700) 

School of Diplomacy and International Relations 

Seton Hall University 

Instructor: Dr. Assefaw Bariagaber 

Virtual Office Hours (on Microsoft Teams): Tuesdays, 10:00-10:SOam; Thursdays, 10:00· 

10:50am; Thursdays, 3:30-4:30pm and By APPOINTMENT at other times 

Office: McQuaid: #119 

Mobile Telephone: 973-409-1145 (only if necessary} 

E-mail: bariagas@shu.edu

I. Course Description

This course examines international relations of African states, including inter-state relations in

Africa and relations between African states and major powers outside of Africa, either bilaterally

or multilaterally, and relations between African states/organizations and other international

actors, such as the United Nations and the European Union will be examined. In addition, we

will interrogate as to whether or not there has been qualitative change in how and to what

extent Africa, as a unit, has interacted with influential international actors; and if so, which

factors account for the change. Therefore, mapping out the trajectory of the international

relations of African states over the last sixty years will be an important component of the

course.

As students of diplomacy and international relations, you are required to think in terms of 

bridging the gap between the theoretical and the practical issues relevant in international 

relations of African states. To this end, each student will write and present a well-developed 

research paper (that is, a paper with academic and/or policy significance) on any topic related to 

international relations of African states, and this includes relations between two African 

countries or two regional groupings, or between an African country and a country from outside 

of Africa. You may also choose a topic that examines regional groupings and their relations with 

actors outside of Africa. Prior approval of the topic by the instructor is required. The class 

sessions will conclude with student PowerPoint presentation and submission of a well-written 

paper. 

II. Required Readings

Each student is required to make on line searches (JSTOR and others) to access copies of the

articles in the Course Schedule below for personal use. The instructor will make copies of book

chapters for student use. IT IS REQUIRED THAT STUDENTS CAREFULLY READ ANO UNDERSTAND

EACH OF THE ARTICLES. There is no required book for the course.

111. Course Activities

■ lectures and class discussions
■ student-led review and critique of published materials

■ submission of review and critique

■ research paper PPT presentation

■ research paper submission
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