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DIPL6310 SPRING 2023 

DIPL 6310: Research Methods for Policy Analysis 
School of Diplomacy & International Relations, Seton Hall Unh•ersity 
Mon. 5:00 - 7: 10, Muscarelle 08 (SH 08) 

Professor: R. Joseph Huddleston
Student Hours: Monday 4 4:45 (McQuaid 105) 

Email: 
Wednesday 2 - 4 
joseph.huddleston({vshu.edu 

This syllabus is current as of January 23, 2023. You will be notified in class and/or by e-mail if/when 
the syllabus is updated. 

Required 
Johnson, Reynolds, and Mycoff. Political Science Research Methods.

1 am teaching out of the 9th edition. Throughout the syllabus, I abbreviate this text as JRM. You 
will also be assigned academic readings accessible through Seton Hall's library. 

Stata software, available from SI lU here. 
Every exercise and assignment can also be completed through Excel, but it is probably better to 
learn Stata. As a Seton Hall student, you have free access to Stata. I suggest you install Stata as 
soon as possible, as we will have weekly Stata labs starting in Week 4. 

Course Description 
This class is an introduction to political science international relations research methodology. My main 
goal is to teach you the basics of creating and consuming research in the social sciences. The course will 
lead you through conceptualization and theory construction, the derivation of testable hypotheses, and a 
variety of methodologies that may be used to evaluate these hypotheses. W c will discuss causal 
inference, observation and measurement, and other issues encompassing both qualitative and 
quantitative research methods. We will discuss the way in which academic articles in the social sciences 
are written, and how they should be read. 

This course includes some basic statistics, and requires use ofStata (or Excel, or R, if you are ambitious) 
for some class assignments. These include some simple description and cross tabulation of original data. 

Grading 
Participation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15% 
Three homework assignments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45% 
Research design Paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40% 

Course Grading Scale 
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Participation (15%) 
Participation goes well beyond attendance. In includes thoughtful engagement with all parts of the class. 
This course is taught around class discussion, debate, and activities. This means we will all be dependent 
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