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SCHOOL or DIPLOMACY AND 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY 

Topics in Economic Development 
0/PL 4170 NA/NB 

FALL 2022 

Meeting Time/Place 
Section NA 

Section NB 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Prof. Omer Gokcekus 

Office: Mc Quaid Hall Room 128 

Phone: 973-313-6272 

E-mail: omer.gokcekus@shu.edu

Microsoft teams: orner.gokcekus@shu.edu

Preferred Method of Contact: e-mail

Student Hours 

17:00 - 19:30 

17:00 - 19:30 

Monday/Tuesday 14:00 - 16:00, or by Appointment (via Microsoft Teams) 

Course Description 

Room: SH 208 

Room: SH 208 

This course will provide students with an in-depth analysis of five aspects of economic development that 

are central in today's world. To make sure that students gain the most relevant experiences, we will 

focus on the issues that international financial institutions-the World Bank & IMF-and the UNOP have 

been working on during the COVI0-19 pandemic. Specifically, we will analyze the following 5 aspects of 

economic development: 1) poverty; 2) gender equality; 3) education; 4) corruption and 5) food security. 
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Students will conduct background reading on assigned scholarly articles in order to gain background 

knowledge on these topics. We will subsequently explore how one of the three premier development 

institutions, namely the World Bank, addresses these issues. Students will gain critical thinking and 
presentation skills relevant to understanding economic development through weekly presentations and 

peer-to-peer discussion. 

Course Goals/Outcomes 
At the end of this course, students will: 

1. Be able to explain essential theorems, approaches, and concepts required for understanding key
issues associated with economic development.

2. Have experience with conceptualizing and assessing recent challenges in economic development.

3. Be familiar with different policy reforms, activities, and projects designed to tackle these problems;
and have the ability to evaluate the reform attempts of the World Bank, IMF, and the UNDP.

Prerequisite Information 
No prerequisite course, but introductory level microeconomics is required. 

Expectations/ Assignments and Grading 
For each topic there will be two sessions: In the first session. we will discuss scholarly articles, technical 

papers, and/or policy recommendations written by experts or practitioners. In the second session, we 

will be learning about a recently implemented World Bank project. 

For the first session, students are expected to complete the assigned reading prior to class. To do so, 

they will be submitting two-page journal entries on that week's readings. 

For the second session, they are expected to get familiarized with the specific World Bank project that 

will be discussed in class. 

Two take-home exams will be assigned. These assignments will be a "reflection note" (approximately 

800 words) on one of the five key issues. Further instructions will be provided closer to the date of the 

assignment. 

For the final exam (take-home), students will prepare a "Country Report" (maximum 3000 words). This 

will be focused on how the World Bank has worked with a country's officials to ease the economic 

difficulties caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Further instructions will be provided closer to the date of 

the assignment. 

The final grade will be determined as follows: 

• Attendance & participation: 10% 

• Two-page journal entry on each first session readings: 15%
• 2 take-home midterm exams: 40% 
• Country report: 35% 
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