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Course Description 

School of Diplomacy and International Relations 
DIPL 3800 Investigating International Relations 

Wednesday 8:00 AM - 10:30 AM 
Muscaralle (formerly Stafford) Hall 206 

Rev. Brian K. Muzas, Ph.D. 
Wednesday 10:30-11 :30 AM and by appointment 
134 McQuaid Hall 
+1 201 889 0207
brian.mu7as(a�shu.cdu

The objectives of this class are twofold. The first goal is to develop a critical understanding of the use of scientific 
research in the practice and academic study of international affairs. While we will consider issues central to all 
research and some unique to qualitative analysis, the emphasis in this class is quantitative research. Whether you 
are primarily interested in security, finance, development, trade, or social issues, much research that is likely of 
interest to you uses some form of quantitative analysis. This is equally true for policy reports published by the 
UN, World Bank, Brookings, RAND, or other relevant organizations. To be a productive participant in the world 
of international affairs, you need to be able to understand the assumptions that underlie quantitative analyses, to 
disentangle proper and improper uses of quantitative evidence, and to ask intelligent questions about the validity 
of quantitative measurement and statistical methods. A second goal of the class is to equip you with the basic 
skills to perform quantitative analyses using a statistical software package (SPSS in this case). These skills 
include being able to find, download, use, and manipulate datasets published on the internet; to produce and 
interpret basic graphs and tables in an intelligent way; and to execute and evaluate the output of basic statistical 
models, especially regression analysis. Bear in mind that the emphasis in this class is on the analysis of data and 
the substantive interpretation of results. Of necessity, some concepts and relationships will be represented 
mathematically, but the class is not a mathematical statistics class. Those desiring more rigorous mathematical 
treatments are encouraged to take follow-up courses in statistical theory and econometrics. 

Readings and Materials 
Required readings are listed below for each class session. Most readings will come from the following sources. 

• Bhattacherjee, Anol. (2012) Social Science Research: Principles, Methods, and Practices, 2nd Edition.
b11P:llscholarcommons.usf.eduloa textbooks/3

• Trochim, William M. (2006) The Research Methods Knowledge Base, 2nd Edition.
htlp://www .socialresearduncthods.nctlkb/

Other readings will be provided electronically either by internet link or by Blackboard. 

We will be using statistical software during the semester. The university has a package called SPSS. Students may 
use university computers equipped with SPSS either in the infom1ation commons area of the library on the second 
floor or at one of the public computer labs. You may want to purchase the software since a student version is 
available. Alternatively, there is an open-source statistical package apparently very similar to SPSS called PSPP 
which is available here: htll1f/www.gnu.Q_1]U'sothvare/pspp/. I recommend a program called gretl available from: 
https://grcll.sourceforgc.nct/. If you choose to rent, purchase, or download software, I am not responsible for its 
functionality. 

We will also use a free on-line course on Probability and Statistics from the Open Learning Initiative. This is 
analogous to an interactive reading assignment. It is essential that you complete these modules before class. Later 
modules will probably take up much more time than earlier modules, so budget your time accordingly. I will be 
covering material from these modules during class, but I will not repeat everything. You are of course welcome to 
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