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Supplemental Security Income (SSI): Safety Net or Path to Poverty?

Jacqueline Sereni, Seton Hall University

Safety Net...

What is Supplement Security Income (SSI)?

% SSI offers stability and consistency to its Federal i";;’;‘:ﬂi:%‘;':;“:ﬂf::gg:m funded
recipients as the benefits are distributed .
on Tﬁe first of every month to all eligible — Resources .Cc?n.s[dered
recipients. for SSI Eligibility:
v' Cash
Step 2
% Inmost states, SSI recipients can receive ST v' Bank accounts,
medical assistance (Medicaid) to pay for ] ;
hospital stays, doctor bills, prescription e To whom does it apply? v ol et
drugs, and other health costs. el stings? SSI is designed to give monthly benefits to Land
people with limited income and resources v' Personal property
< Inall states, besides California, SST Py who are disabled, blind, or age 65 or older. v Life insurance
icati igi i Aroyou wable tp Blind or disabled children m 3 + SSI.
SDEh e Supplemenal Natrition Assistance. il e R G / Personal property
Program (SNAP). 4 Vehlclfas
e you bl t v" Anything else a
% Through Disability Determination Services — person owns which
(DDS), SST works to pay fully or partially . could be sold and
for transportation to medical appointments - What does it offer? used for food or
by providing money or a driver. SSI provides cash to meet basic needs

shelter

for food, clothing, and shelter.

% If you are disabled, you can create a Plan to
Achieve Self Support (PASS). SSI offer
this Plan to recipients who are attempting
to get a job or start a business to
eventually reach the C?oal of eliminating SST

benefits. If approved, SSI will reimburse / Recommenda'ﬁons
money spent on PASS plan. ; . .
SSTI should change its policy by allowing

\

Pa‘rh to Poverty...

» To be eligible for SSI, a person's countable
resources must not be worth more than $2,000
for an individual or $3,000 for a couple. If the
resources exceed this limit by the beginning of
the month, a person or couple can not receive
SSI for that month.

% Not all disabilities are considered severe
enough to qualify for SSI. A recipient can lose
eligibility if a health condition improves.

< A recipient's benefits can decease or be
eliminated if new income or resources are
identified, such a finding a job or moving into a
group home.

< A person is only eligible for PASS if he/she is
under 65 years old unless he/she received SST
benefits previously. If PASS plan is not
accomplished, a recipient will have to refund
the extra SSI money he/she received for the
plan.

< Effective January 1, 2018, the Federal benefit
rate for those living on their own is $750 for
an individual and $1,125 for a couple. Over a 12
month period, these amounts still fall below the
Federal Poverty Line, as individuals only receive
$9.,000 over 1 year.

Participants in SSI Program recipients to have more flexibility in 2018 FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL
5.0 gaining resources. Though there are

1

8.0 - PASS plans, SST should include more -
270 access for adjustments in benefits to a8 sTaTES
8 :g ’//— offer work opportunities those eligible

for SSI. Instead of losing SSIT

$12,140

S50 immediately when gaining income or Az; e
=50 resources, the benefits should
1.0 decrease slightly over a time period as . —
0.0 - - g " " " the recipient aﬁsilns more financial iy
g g 2 ® 2 2® \ stability. J .

==Aged ==Blind --=Disabled ==Total

PERSONS IN FAMILY/HOUSEHOLD
2 3 4 5 6 7 8

$16,460 $20,780 $25,100 $29,420 $33,740 $38,060 $42,380

*For lamilies/households with more than 8 persons, add $4,320 lor each additional person,
$20,580 $25,980 $31,380 $36,780 ‘ $42,180 $47,580 $52,980

For families/households with more than 8 persons, add $5.400 for each additional person.
$18.930 $23,900 $28,870 $33,840 $38,810 $43,780 548,750

For familiesthousenolds with more than 8 persons, add $4,970 for each additional person,

TheStreet.



	Seton Hall University
	eRepository @ Seton Hall
	2019

	Supplemental Security Income (SSI): Safety Net or Path to Poverty?
	Jacqueline Sereni

	Supplemental Security: Safety Net or Path to Poverty? By Jacqueline Sereni, Seton Hall University

