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Even with education, individuals

Individuals Living with a Disability:
An Underserved Population Living in Poverty

Hannah Nale, Seton Hall University

with disabilities experience the
wage gap. 31% of workers with
disabilities have a high-school or
equivalent degree, 7% have a
bachelor’s degree, and 3% have a
master’s degree. 59% of workers
with a disability do not have a
formal education.
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Community advocacy:

People are speaking out on the
injustices towards those with
disabilities. These injustices are
resulting in the rise of poverty
within the population of those with
disability. The percentage of those
with a disability living below the
poverty line increased from 25.3%

Disability is both a cause

and consequence of poverty.

“Language endorsing the antiquated
practice of paying the blind and other
workers with disabilities less than the
federal minimum wage, which is
based on the fallacious premise that
disabled workers cannot be

People with disabilities are much
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that those who attend will learn a
skill in a safe environment that will
eventually lead them to a real job.
However, it is said that as soon as the
worker becomes proficient and ready
to graduate, the program then
changes that person’s task.
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disabilities,” - Dr. Marc Maurer,
president of the National Federation
of the Blind
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In the United States 26.1%e of Persons 21 — 64 Years with a Disability Were Living
Below the Poverty Line in the United States.
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