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AN OPEN LETTER TO H.E. THE AMBASSADOR 
OF THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

IN WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Ambassador, 

Several weeks ago, two friends of mine received from you 
a recorded message of His Majesty, King Hussein of Jordan, 
entitled "Jerusalem in Captivity." I understand that you sent 
the same record to members of Congress and "other leaders of 
public opinion." Though I was not so honoured, I assume that 
your personal request "to listen ... carefully" was also addressed 
to nie. From the moment I heard the King's voice, I Jent him a 
willing ear. Yet, while I listened with an open mind, I felt more 
and more embarrassed; I felt I was eavesdropping on a soliloquy. 

Still, King Hussein is dead serious: he wishes to win Christ
ians to his side. I will not dispute his right to seek allies in his 
battle for regaining the power and reputation he has Jost in the 
last four years but I question the means he employs. He tells 
his hearers that to Muslims, "both Christians and Jews are 
People of the Book." This is indeed Islam's stance. Yet, why 
does the King hide from us less friendly sayings of the Koran? 
There, Jews are seen as cursed, Christians as hate-ridden: Allah 
Himself is said to have stirred hostility and strife among various 
Christian co=unities, as a punishment for their refusal to 
accept the Prophet's message (Y, 15). With the exception of a 
few, Jews are deceitful (Y, 14). Worse than that, the Jews of 
Eilath, the Koran tells, not only broke the laws of the Sabbath 
but scornfully persisted in their wrongdoing; hence they were 
severed from society and "changed into detested apes" (YII, 167). 

The Koran calls both Christians and Jews "infidels." Time 
and again, Allah's true followers are warned against making 
friends with them (Y, 52). They are even bidden: "Believers, 
wage war against the infidels who dwell around you. Deal 
severely with them" (IX, 123). Please, do not think that I wish 
to cast aspersions on Islam's sacred book; I am sure there are 
mitigating circumstances for these harsh sayings. It is not the 
sayings themselves that gall me; what I object to are King 
Hussein's efforts at obscuring the Koran's fierceness toward non
Muslims. 

Again, I am disturbed at King Hussein's attempt to win the 
support of Christians by telling them that "to us (Muslims) Jesus 
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Christ was more than a prophet." I cannot claim any special 
Islamic scholarship, Mr. Ambassador, but I can read. And this 
is what Allah is made to say in the Koran: "Jesus is nothing but 
a servant on whom I bestowed favor" (XLill, 60). In fact, 
the Jesus of the Koran is little more than the forerunner of 
Muha=ed: "I am ... bringing the good tidings of an apostle 
who is to come after me, and whose name shall be Ahmed" 
(LXI, 7). 

Stranger still is the way the Koran explains away the death 
of Jesus. The Koran considers it a monstrous falsehood to 
maintain that Jesus was crucified; it asserts that a double of 
his was slain instead. This is not said to protect Jews against 
the horrible accusation of collective guilt (IV, 159). The reason 
for this remarkable twisting of facts is Islam's firm opposition 
to any doctrine of redemption. However much Judaism and 
Christianity differ in their interpretation of redemptive events, 
they are one in their belief that God is not only the Maker of 
the universe and its Lord but also its Redeemer. 

I have no intention of entering into a religious controversy 
or reviving the charges and counter-charges of the past. Yet, I 
cannot sink into silence when King Hussein woos Christians with 
alluring words that cannot stand careful examination. Unfortu
nately, the King does not stop at his selective use of the Koran, 
he also writes "optative" history. His recorded message pro
claims: "My people and I regard ourselves as the guardians and 
custodians of Jerusalem on behalf of the entire Muslim world 
as well as on behalf of the Christian and Muslim population of 
the city and all Palestine." I have no doubt that this self-portrait 
is part of the King's dreams; mighty though their magic may be, 
they cannot be admitted as evidence. Who gave him the man
date he speaks of? When and how did he receive it? 

The King seems to have forgotten that only a few years ago 
his country was largely barren land, physically and morally un
able to make any claim whatever. In fact, it did not become a 
separate entity till the British Government in 1922 carved it out 
of Palestine-which the League of Nations had entrusted to it, 
as a Mandate for the express purpose of carrying out the Balfour 
Declaration-severed it from the area meant to become the 
Jewish national home and put Emir Abdullah in charge, one of 
the desert chieftains who during World War I fought, not over
successfully, the Ottoman army. Thus "Transjordan" came into 
being. 
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