
358 Josephine D. Casgrain 

hearts and that they may recognize Jesus." This pious prayer has provoked, 
as one knows, pogroms and accusations of ritual murder. In real content, 
the modified text does not differ from previous texts: The Church shows 
great soli citude for our souls and prays that we will cease to be Jews. Here 
is one of the sources of anti-Semitism among Christians. 

Those who have nothing but admiration for the things done by others­
and there are such people in Israel-have declared their enchantment at 
the slight correction of this Easter prayer; they have launched a concerted 
campaign for "suppressions" in various religious formulas of the Jewish 
prayer book. One gentleman could not contain his emotions at this 
"humanitarian measure" of the Church and demanded that, wi thout delay, 
we suppress from the Passover service the phrase: "Pour out thy wrath 
upon the nations," and this only sixteen years after the massacre of six 
mill ion Jews by Christian peoples, with the tacit or explicit consent of the 
Church! 

"Pour out thy wrath"; this desperate prayer of Judaism against the 
paganism that spilled the blood of our faithful; this admirable prayer of 
free men, offends, it seems, the delicate feelings of those who seek only to 
forget.\} 

Though not intended as an answer to the "uncompromising" stand 
taken by the voice of Orthodoxy, a letter to the editor of Davar serves 
as a graceful reply: 

To be sure, the prayer: "Pour out thy wrath upon the nations" can be 
explained but it would be far better to dispense with complicated ex­
planations and correct the prayer itself. After all the interpretations have 
been given, the prayer still remains basely chauvinistic and detrimental 
f rom an educational point of view. If the most conservative of all the 
Christian churches can sustain a change in a traditional text, can the 
Jewish religion, a religion of life and the most elastic of all, not do 
li kewise? 10 

To pass judgment on a family quarrel, much less to settle it, is not 
among the prerogatives of an outsider. But one can hope that the 
voices pleading for the rule of love will not cease to speak out and 
that, in the end, they will be heard. 

9. These words, from an editorial in Ha-zofe, April 17. 1959. were quoted in 
Proche-Orient chretien, IX. 2 (April-June 1959), pp. 175-176. This periodical 
gives its own account of the Israeli reaction to the elimination of perfidis in the 
issue cited, pp. 174-I77. 

10. See Davar, M ay 4.1959. 


