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SETON HALL..  UNIVERSITY.

CONSENTIMIENTO FUNDAMENTADO

Afiliacion del investigador
El investigador a cargo de este estudio es Thomas Crane, un maestro del sistema escolar

publico de New Brunswick, pero no de la escuela donde estan matriculados los hijos de
los participantes. El es un estudiante de doctorado en la Universidad Seton Hall.

Propésito del estudio de investigacion
El propésito de este estudio es aprender acerca de la participacion de los padres

mexicanos americanos en la educacion de sus hijos y como sus ideas se pueden usar para
ayudar a mejorar la comunicacion entre la familia y la escuela.

Procedimientos de la investigacion

A los participantes se les pedira que tomen parte en una entrevista de una hora. Dicha
entrevista se realizara fuera de la escuela en el saloén de reuniones piiblico de la Biblioteca
Publica de New Brunswick. Se les haran preguntas a los padres sobre como participan en
la educacion de sus hijos en la escuela intermedia. Los tipos de preguntas seran: (1)
Describame qué hace en su hogar para preparar a sus hijos para la escuela. (2) ;Participa
usted en actividades de la escuela? ;Me puede decir como participa? (3) Describa como
la escuela podria hacerle més facil que pueda involucrarse en actividades de la escuela.

Si los participantes estan de acuerdo, la entrevista puede grabarse en audio.

Naturaleza voluntaria de participacion

Los participantes tienen el derecho a escoger ser parte de este estudio. También tienen
derecho a no ser parte de este estudio y no les pasara nada malo si asi lo deciden. Los
participantes pueden escoger no contestar a las preguntas que no se sientan cémodos
contestando.

Confidencialidad

Se mantendra la privacidad de los participantes de las siguientes maneras: no se usaran
nombres cuando se hagan los informes y se mantendra protegida la informacion
recopilada. Los nombres de los participantes no se compartiran ni con los maestros ni con
la principal de la escuela.

La confidencialidad v el almacenamiento de los récords

El investigador mantendra toda la informacién y todos los datos bajo llave en un sitio
seguro durante tres afios. Toda la informacion de los participantes se mantendré privada y
la inica persona que tendra acceso a ella sera Thomas Crane. Pasados esos tres afios, se
destruiran las cintas de audio.
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Riesgos v molestias:

No se conocen riesgos ni molestias que causados por tomar parte en esta investigacién
aparte de los de la vida cotidiana.

Beneficios:
Aunque los participantes no reciben beneficios directos por participar, esta investigacién
puede ayudar a la escuela en la educacién de sus estudiantes.

Informacion de contacto:

Si usted tiene dudas o preguntas, puede comunicarse con el investigador, Thomas Crane,
a: cranetho@shu.edu o con la patrocinadora de la facultad, la Dra. Rebecca Cox, a:
rebecca.Cox(@shu.edu o (973) 275-2861. Para preguntas sobre sus derechos como
participante o preguntas sobre la investigacion, puede comunicarse con la Junta
Evaluadora Institucional de la Universidad Seton Hall en 400 South Orange Avenue,
South Orange, NJ 07079, por correo electrénico a: irb@shu.edu o por teléfono al (973)
313-6314.

Autorizacion para cintas de audio:

Durante la entrevista con los participantes, se harin grabaciones en audio. Se le asignaran
nimeros a las cintas y solamente el investigador sabra el nombre de la persona
entrevistada en cada cinta. Después de cada entrevista, el investigador transcribira a
méquina las preguntas y contestaciones de la entrevista. Solo se escribira el numero en
las transcripciones. Solo el investigador escuchara y usara las cintas de audio. Los
participantes tienen derecho de escuchar las cintas y pedir que se destruyan ciertas partes
de ellas. El investigador tomara notas, por escrito, durante las entrevistas de las personas
que no deseen ser grabados en audio.

Copia del consentimiento fundamentado:
Se le entregard a cada participante una copia firmada de este consentimiento
fundamentado para que lo guarde en sus archivos personales.

Yo, , he leido el material que aparece
anteriormente y se me han contestado las preguntas a mi entera satisfaccién. Estoy de
acuerdo en ser parte de esta actividad con el entendimiento de que puedo retractarme de
participar en el estudio en cualquier momento y no me pasara nada malo si opto por no
participar en este estudio.

Nombre (escrito a mano) Firma

Fecha: / /2011

Setgn Hall University
Institutional Review Board

MAY 12 2011

Approval Date

Expiration Date

MAY 12 2012
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SETON HALL - UNIVERSITY.

a8 S

AGREEMENT TO BE AUDIO TAPED

I agree to be audio taped as a participant for
an interview in the study titled “Understanding Parental Involvement in Low-income

Mexican Immigrant Parents in Middle School Students Education.”

I understand that tapes will be given numbers and only the researcher =ill know the name
of the person being interviewed on each tape. After each interview, the researcher will
type up the interview questions and answers. Only the number will be written on the
transcriptions. Only the researcher will listen to and use the audiotapes. Participants
have the right to listen to the audiotape and ask that any or all portions of it be destroyed.

I agree to be part of this activity understanding that I may take myself out of this study at
any time, and nothing bad will happen if I choose not to be a part of this study.

Print Name Signature

Date: / /2011

S:etgn Hall University
Institutional Review Board

MAY 12 2011

Expiration Date
MAY 12 2012

Approval Date

College of Education and Human Services
Department of Educational Studies
Tel. 973.761.9394
400 South Orange Avenue » South Orange, New Jersey 07079-2685
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SETON HALL

8 5

'UNIVERSITY.

ACUERDO PARA GRABACION DE AUDIO

Yo, estoy de acuerdo en que se haga una
grabacion en audio cuando participe en la entrevista del estudio titulado “Estudio sobre la
participacion de los padres mexicanos que provienen de hogares de bajo ingreso en la
educacion de los estudiantes de escuela intermedia”.

Se me ha informado que se les asignara nimeros a las cintas de audio y solamente el
investigador sabra el nombre d: la persona entrevistada en cada cinta. Después de cada
entrevista, el investigador transcribira las preguntas y contestaciones de la entrevista. La
transcripcion de la entrevista, solo se identificara por el nimero. El investigador es la
tinica persona que escuchard y usara las cintas de audio. Cada participante tienen el
derecho de escuchar a la cinta de su entrevista y pedir que se destruyan partes de la
misma.

Convengo en ser parte de esta actividad, con el entendimiento de que puedo salirme del
estudio en cualquier momento y de que no me pasara nada malo si opto por no ser parte
de este estudio.

Nombre (escrito en letra de molde) Firma

Fecha: / /2011

Seton Halj Universi
Institutional Review Botye;rd

MAY 12 2011

Expiration Dats

Approval Date

College of Education and Human Services
Department of Educational Studies
Tel. 973.761.9394
400 South Orange Avenue » South Orange, New Jersey 07079-2685

Y 12 2012
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Protecting Human Subject Rese arch Partici pants

Certificate of Completion

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Office of Extrarnural Research
certifies that Thomas Crane successfully completed the NIH web-
basad training course "Protecting Human Research Participants”,

Date of compietion: 05/06/2010

Certification Number: 444110

3

http: #fphrp nihiraining comfusersice rt php?c=4431 10[5/6/2010 5:16:15 PM]


http://phrp.nihtraining.com/users/ce
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NEW BRUNSWICK
BOARD OF EDUCATION

268 Baldwin Street
P.O. Box 2683
NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY 08903-2683
Phone: (732) 745-5300, ext. 5414 — Fax: (732) 745-5459

RICHARD M, KAPLAN
Superintendent of Schools

April 6, 2011

Thomas B. Crane
213 Midland Avenue
Metuchen, New lersey 08840

Re: Conducting a Study
Dear Thomas Crane,
This letter confirms that you have permission to conduct your study,
“Understanding Parental Involvement of Mexican Immigrant Parents in Middle
School Students’ Education” at New Brunswick Public Schools between April and
December 2011 for your dissertation research at Seton Hall University.

I understand that you plan to interview parents of students who attend New
Brunswick Middle School.

New Brunswick Public Schools’ participation in this study is, of course, contingent
upon your approval from Seton Hall University’s Institutional Review Board; and
parents’ participation will require their informed consent.

Sincerely,

M

ichard M. Képlan
Superintendent of Schools

RMK/dil

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT | 268 Baldwin St, New Brunswick, NJ 08901
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SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR PARTICIPATING SUBJECTS

. How do you support your children’s achievement in school? Describe for me what
you do.

2. Describe how you monitor your children’s progress in school.

3. Describe for me what you do at home to prepare your children for school.
4. Describe how school is discussed with your children.

5. Describe any ways that you influence the decisions that are made at school.

6. Describe how the teachers or anyone else encourages you to monitor your children’s
progress in school.

7. Are you involved in any activities at school? Can you describe how?
8. Describe how the school encourages you to become involved in activities at school.
9. Do you feel that you are able to influence any decisions that are made at school?

10. Describe any ways that the school encourages you to become involved in the
decisions that are made at school.

11. Describe some of the things that make it difficult for you to be more involved in your
children’s education. For example, describe a time when you wish that you could
have been more involved, but for some reason you had a difficult time.

12. Say you had a problem or a question that you would like to address with a teacher or
someone at school, describe what it was like to go into your children’s school.

13. Describe ways that the school could make it easier for you to know what is going on
at school?

14. Think of a time when you tried to help your child with their homework what were
some things that prevented you from helping?

15. Describe how the teachers encourage you to be involved with and help your children
with their homework.

16. Describe how the school could make it easier to become involved in activities at
school.

17. Describe any ways that the school could make it easier for you to become involved in
the decisions that are made at school.
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PREGUNTAS SEMI1 ESTRUCTURADAS PARA LA ENTREVISTA PARA LOS SUJETOS
PARTICIPANTES

1. {Como apoya usted los logros de sus hijos ¢n la escuela? Describame lo que usted hace.
2. Describa como monitorea el progreso de sus hijos en la escuela.

3. Describame que es lo que hace usted en su casa para preparar a sus hijos para la escuela.
4. Describa como discute usted la escuela con sus hijos

5. Describa cualquier forma en la que usted tiene alguna influencia en las decisiones que se
toman en la escuela.

6. Describa como los maestros o cualquier otra persona lo alienta a monitorear el progreso de sus
hijos en la escuela.

7. ; Esta usted involucrado en cualquier actividad en la escuela? ; Puede describir como?

8. Describa como lo alienta la escuela para que se involucre en las actividades que se llevan a
cabo en ella.

9. ;Siente usted que tiene la habilidad de influenciar las decisiones que se toman en la escuela?

10. Describa las maneras en que la escuela lo anima a involucrarse en las decisiones que se
toman en ella.

11. Describa algunas de las cosas que hacen dificil que usted se involucre mas en la educacion de
sus hijos. Por ¢jemplo, describa algtin momento en el que usted deseo poderse involucrar mas,
pero por alguna razon le fue dificil hacerlo.

12. Digamos que usted tuvo un problema o una pregunta que le gustaria tratar con el maestro o
con alguien en la escuela, describa como fue ir a la escuela de sus hijos.

13. Describa las maneras en que la escuela pudiera facilitar el que usted se mantenga informado
acerca de las cosas que pasan en la escuela.

14. Piense en un momento en el que usted trato de ayudar a sus hijos con sus tareas, ;Qué cosas
evitaron que usted les ayudara?

15. Describa como los maestros lo animan a involucrarse con y a ayudar a sus hijos con sus
tareas.

16. Describa como la escuela podria facilitar el que usted se involucre en actividades en la
escuela.



17. Describa cualquier manera en que la escuela podria facilitar el que usted se involucre en las
decisiones que se toman en clla.
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POLICY MANUAL NEW BRUNSWICK
BOARD OF EDUCATION

o PROGRAM
2415.04/page 1 of 4
Title I — Parental Involvement

2415.04 PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

A school district that receives Title I funds must implement programs, activities and procedures
for the involvement of parents in programs assisted by Title I funding. The district will reserve not less
than one percent of its allocation under subpart 2 to carry out these requirements, which shall include
promoting family literacy and parenting skills. Parents of pupils receiving Title I services shall be
involved in the decisions regarding how funds will be allotted for parental involvement activities. The
district is not required to reserve at least one percent of its allocation under Subpart 2 if the one percent of
the district’s allocation is $5,000.00 or less.

Each school served with Title I funds shall jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents of
participating pupils, this parental involvement policy, agreed on by such parents, that shall describe the
means for carrying out the requirements of No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001, §1119(a) through
(f). Parents will be notified of this policy in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent
practicable, provided in a language the parents can understand. This policy shall be made available to the
local community and updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and schools within the

district.

“Parent”, for the purposes of this policy, means a parent and/or legal guardian. “School”, for the
purposes of this policy, is a specific school in a Target Assistance Title I program or schools within the
district in a school-wide Title I program.

Policy Involvement
Each school served with Title I funds will:

1. Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of participating
pupils shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school’s
participation and the requirements of this Policy, and the right of the parents to be
involved;

2. Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the moming or evening, and
may provide, with Title I funds, transportation, child care, or home visits, as such
services relate to parental involvement;

3. Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and
improvement of programs, including the planning, review, and improvement of the

school parental involvement policy and the joint development of the school-wide
program plan under NCLB, §1114(b)2);

4 Provide parents of participating pupils:
a timely information about programs required by NCLB, §1118;

b. a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of

M
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academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency
levels students are expected to meet; and

c. if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate
suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the
education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as
practicably possible; and '

5. Submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the
Board of Education, if the school-wide program plan under §1114(bX2) of NCLB is not
satisfactory to the parents of participating pupils.

Shared Responsibilities For High Student Academic Achievement

Each school served by Title I funds shall jointly develop with parents of all pupils served with
Title I funds, a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will
share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school
and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high standards. The

compact will:

1. - Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in
a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the pupils served by Title I
funds to meet the State’s student academic achievement standards, and the ways in which
each parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as
monitoring attendance, homework completion, and television watching; volunteering in
their child’s classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the
education of their children and positive use of extracurricular time; and

2. Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing
basis through, at a minimum:

a. parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which
the compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual pupil’s
achievement;

b. frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress; and

c. reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their

child’s class, and observation of classroom activities.

Building Capacity For Involvement

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school
involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, each school and school

district assisted with Title I funds:
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1. Shall provide assistance to parents of pupils served by the school in understanding such
topics as the State’s academic content standards and State student academic achievement

standards, State and local academic assessments, the requirements of this Policy, and
how to monitor a child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement
of their children;

2. Shall provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to
improve their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, as
appropriate, to foster parental involvement;

3. Shall educate teachers, pupil services personnel, Buildihg Principals, and other staff, with
the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how
to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement
and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school;

4. Shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement
programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start,
the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers
Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as
parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents to more fully participate in
the education of their children;

5. Shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other
activities is sent to the parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent
practicable, in a language the parents can understand;

6. May involve parents in the development of training for teachers, Principals, and other
educators to improve the effectiveness of such training;

7. May provide necessary literacy training from Title I funds if the school district has
exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training;

8. May pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental involvement
activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in
school-related meetings and training sessions;

9. May train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents;

10. May arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences
between teachers or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with
parents who are unable to attend such conferences at school, in order to maximize
parental involvement and participation;

11 May adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement;

12. May establish a district-wide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters
related to parental involvement in Title I programs;
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13. May develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in
parent involvement activities; and

14. Shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this
Policy as parents may request.

Accessibility

_ In carrying out the parental involvement requirements of NCLB, §1118 and this Policy, the
school and school district, to the extent practicable, shall provide full opportunities for the participation of
parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, to
include providing information and school reports required under NCLB, §1111 in a format and, to the
extent practicable, in a language such parents understand.

The district will inform parents of any parental information and resource centers that provide
training, information, and support to parents and individuals who work with local parents, school
districts, and schools receiving Title I funds.

The Superintendent of Schools will submit this Policy to the New Jersey Department of
Education for review to be sure the Policy meets the requirements of NCLB, §1118.

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, §1118

Adopted: 18 May 2004

Revised: 15 May 2007



Appendix J
Code Book Sample

163



Appendix J
Code Book

Understanding Parental Involvement of Low-Income Mexican Immigrant Parents in Middle

School Students Education

Label

Barriers

Definition

A structural or psychological impediment or obstacle.

General Description

Parents have a general understanding that they could have increased
levels of involvement at home or at school and that there are specific
reasons why their involvement is lessened.

Description of inclusion
and exclusion

Inclusion -For a set of data to qualify for this code there must be the
mention of some type of impediment or obstacle to greater
involvement. two or more teachers working together or not working
together. During the interview, teachers may discuss methods of
communicating with each other both verbally or in written form.

Exclusion- For a set of data to be excluded from this code, there is no
mention of a barrier or impediment to parent involvement activities.

Examples *“ Sometimes | don’t have time in the daytime to go to school.
Because my day off I have things to do. My day is busy.”
Sub-codes Structural Barriers which may include Economic Factors such as time

due to work scheduling conflicts or the cost of transportation or
childcare or actions inactions of school personnel or other parents as
well as obstacles that may be institutionalized.

Subtle Barriers which include a lack of confidence that results from
the participants’ self-perception that their proficiency in English and
that their level of education is not good enough for effective
participation in parent involvement activities.




Label

Structural Barriers

Definition

An impediment or obstacle to greater involvement that results from
the actions of school personnel, or institutionalized factors such as the
cconomy.

General Description

All schools have factors that impede greater parental involvement.
Minority and low-income parents often experience additional
obstacles to greater involvement that are often economic.

Description of inclusion
and exclusion

Inclusion- For a set of data to qualify for this code the participant
mentions an external factor that causes him/her to be less involved
s/he would like to be of which s/he feels s/he has little control over.

Exclusion- For a set of data to be excluded from this code the
participant makes no mention an external factor that causes him/her
to be less involved or the factor is related to self-perception such as
the participant’s self assessment of his or her skills in English or level
of education.

Examples “I’m going to say, my situation the economy is a little tight now. |
pay a taxi like five dollars each way.”
Sub-codes Economic Factors — Factors such as time due to work scheduling

conflicts or the cost of transportation or childcare.

Perception of Other Parents — Parents have a belief that other parents
are not supportive of parent involvement efforts on the part of the
school personnel or other parents.




Label

Subtle Batricrs

Definition

A psychological impediment or obstacle that results from ones” own
self-assessment of one’s own abilitics.

General Description

The participants generally shared a self assessment of their ability to
speak English as well as their level of education. This perception, or
self-assessment, may be an internal obstacle to greater involvement in
their children’s education.

Description of inclusion
and exclusion

Inclusion- For a set of data to qualify for this code the participant
mentions an internal factor that causes him/her to be less involved
s/he would like to be such as the participant’s self assessment of his
or her skills in English or level of education.

Exclusion- For a set of data to be excluded from this code the
participant makes no mention an internal factor that causes him/her to
be less involved or the factor is an external factor over which the
participant feels s/he has no control over.

Examples

“I have only been to fifth grade. | don’t know about these things.”

Sub-codes

Lack of confidence with English — Participants feel that they are not
able to assist in the completion of homework or effectively
communicate their point of view at school.

Lack of confidence with their level of education ~ Participants feel
that they are not able to assist in the completion of homework or
effectively communicate their point of view at school because of their
level of education.




Label

Support

Definition

'The means by which parents supply the physical and psychological
resources needed to avail in their child’s education.

General Description

Parents engage in a variety of activities at home and at school that
supply the physical and psychological resources needed to assist in
their child’s education.

Description of inclusion
and exclusion

Inclusion- For a set of data to qualify for this code the transcript must
highlight the manner in which parents supply physical and
psychological resources for their children’s education.

Exclusion- For a set of data to be excluded from this code, there is no
mention of the child’s education, achievement, or future; or activities
or behaviors that relate to the child’s education or achievement.

Examples “In my house we speak much about school. Everyday I share the
things from school with my kids. ”
Sub-codes Home Preparation — Parents who discuss school with their children

which includes behavior, respect, motivation, and future dreams and
aspirations; Parents who monitor homework completion and attempt
to assist in its completion.

Physical Presence at School - Parents who attend parent teacher
conferences and monitor the progress of their children at school.




Label

Understanding of Parental Involvement

Detinition

Understanding of the School Personnel’s Efforts to Increase Parental
Involvement

General Description

The participants generally have different understandings of the school
personnel’s cfforts to increase parental involvement than is found in
most of the mainstream literature. These understandings may involve
formal school sanctioned venues or may illustrate a divergence from
the mainstream activities which may include serving on an advisory
committee.

Description of inclusion
and exclusion

Inclusion- for a set of data to qualify for this code the participant
must allude to their understanding of their role in parental
involvement at the school, or the school personnel’s efforts to
Increase Parental Involvement which may include a divergence from
what is considered mainstream.

Exclusion- A set of data will be excluded from this code if the
participant makes no mention of their understanding of the school
personnel’s efforts to increase parent involvement.

Examples Inclusion — “I have heard of those meetings, but I have never been to
them."
Sub-code Communication between Parents and School Personnel — Data that

includes forms of communication between the parents and the school
personnel including: phone calls or announcements and notices sent
home which may include general information or specific information
that pertains to their child’s behavior or academic progress.

Physical Presence in School — Data that includes parents
involvement efforts that take place at the school. This may include
parent teacher conferences or other means of monitoring the progress
of their children.

Affecting Decisions — Data that suggests parents’ understanding of
how decisions are made at school.




