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PARENT TRIGGER LAWS: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PARENTS AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

By: Kaitlin Jenkins

INTRODUCTION

There is an increase in innovative legislation targeted to decrease academic disparity
among school districts in the United States. Two of the most recently enacted federal legislations
are No Child Left Behind (“NCLB”) and Race to the Top.' Race to the Top incentivizes school
districts with monetary rewards for ambitions and achievable academic improvement plans.”
NCLB also deters school districts from failing to make academic progress with the threat of
federal intervention.’ State governments, most recently, are considering and enacting Parent
Trigger Laws as a legislative mechanism to improve academic achievement through parent
empowerment.’ Generally, Parent Trigger Laws allow parents to petition for structural reform in
underachieving schools.?

The innovative nature of Parent Trigger Laws creates an opportunity for parents to
increase academic achievement. Although previous legislation purports to tackle the same goal,
Parent Trigger Laws are unique because they empower parc:nts.6 Parents with power under
Parent Trigger Laws will be more successful because they will be able to overcome the obstacles
faced by federal legislation and use their knowledge to select the appropriate path for their

children’s schools.” Specifically, the parents’ main purpose is to ensure their child’s academic

! No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. §6301 (2006); American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,
Pub. L. No. 111-5 (2009).

2 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Pub. L. No. 111-5 (2009).

} See 20 U.S.C. §6301 (2006).

* Parent Trigger Laws in the States, NAT'L CONF. OF ST. LEGISLATURES, http://www .ncsl.org/issues-
research/educ/state-parent-trigger-laws.aspx (last visited Oct. 5, 2012).

3 In Your State, THE PARENT TRIGGER, theparenttrigger.com/in-your-state/ (last visited Mar. 21, 2013).

¢ Model Legislation, PARENT REVOLUTION, http://parentrevolution.org/content/model-legislation.

7 Jose M. Evans, Local School Councils Can Democracy Save IPS?,

http://www.indy.gov/eGov/Council/Documents/Local%20School%20Councils%20in%20IPS.pdf.
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